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PT ^™^ to RT-TTtTrT'^ BEjaaSEMENj 

MS Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

- • • » m *«t «» t forth in the Office Action mailed 

This is in response to the restriction requirement set tortn in Uie 

My 13, 2004 (Paper No /Mail Date 20040625). 

The Examiner has required restriction between the follow** inventions in the above- 
identified application: 

microfmidic device, classified in class 422, subclass 



100; 



Group I - Claims 1-150, drawn to a 



Group II - Claims 151-164, drawn to a 
class 422, subclass 100; 



liquid volume in injection system, classified in 



Group m - Claims 165-178, drawn to an 
classified in class 422, subclass 100; 



electrokinetically-operated microfmidic system, 



Gxoup IV - Claims 179-181, drawn to a mien 
subclass 100; 



ofluidic device, classified in class 422, 
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subclass 100; and ^ ^ 

Group VII - Claims 190-196, drawn to a nucrofhudic dev>ce, 

, Lth averse Group I, claims 1-150 for continued 
Accordingly, Applicants hereby elect, with traverse Gro p 

examuxaxion. 

ffl ,v reauire restriction if two ot more iruiependem and distinct 
T^e Commoner ntay require resm ^ & ^ 

mentions are claimed in a single apphcauon (37 CFR » mictoC uannel, 

a fi„M interface port formed in me stac «w 
searchable, unifying aspect, , a flind mterfa P ^ & 

, . rAr^im T-VI1 Ail of the claWlS Ot UrOUpS I V aim 

links all of the claims of Groups I VII- A ^^^^^^m^^fim. 
n uid interface port that is sized and dimensioned « , fonn a 

Fur _ the claimed subject maner » ^ — ^ ^ 

support *x the Applicants' position that th ^™;^J to „ 
claims of at least Groups I-V and Vll are closely related, depend 

, . , aT a sufficiem search and examination with respect to the subject 
Applicants submit that a sufficient sear oosbU rden. As the M.P.E.P. 

. r rrAim(1 1 vil can be made without serious 

matter of the claims of Groups i-vu t-au ^ 



states; 



[i]f search and -^*^*S2« on 
made without serious burden the ex impendent or 

the merits, ^en though « includes cl ^ ^ 
distinct inventions. M.r.n.r. 5 ° UJ ^ 
2001). 

^ i»; m < »re drawn to distinct inventions, the Examiner must 
t,,,.:, even iftheeroups of claims are arawui"«*«« 
That ,s, even gt P ^ ^ a 

stiU examine the entire apphcanon on the mems because a s 
burden 
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r- ~c i vit ^are the same classification, 
application. This is especially true inasmuch as Groups 1-V1I share the am 

class 422, subclass 100. 

* view of dus M-* of classifications, -**■*« »— "* 'T* 4 fc 
s ^ b engines available ,0 ft. Examiner, there woum be . serious burden . e— « * rhc 

claims in a single application. 

» «-»— * ** *• *"**" requi " rac, ' t ta wiih ' b3, " n ' 

and that aU of the claims presendy pending in this application be examined. 

^r^iives in the Office Action and in order to 
Nevertheless, in compliance with the directives m tne 

expedire ptosecution of the inatau, ^ AppUcanta hereb, elect, aub.ee, to d* fore omg 
ZL Group . (claims ,-, 50). Applicants reserve dae fight to pursue tbe non-elecred d. 
or similar claims, in this or one or more subsequent patent applicartons. 

If a telephone conversation witb Applicants- anorney would help expedite me 
pr „ s ecudo„ of to above-identifed application, ,he Examiner ia urged ro call rhe undersrgned 
ImeTar 7, 2»-«* Applicant believes no fee is due * * — H = *a 
ft. is due. please charge our Deposit Account No. 12-00*0, under Order No. TGZ-001A from 
which the undersigned is authorized to draw. 



, * ♦ onna Respectfully submitted, 

Dated: August 6, 2004 
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